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Timetable
8:45-15:15
Monday – Friday. 
3 terms a year. The
academic year runs 
from the beginning 
of September to the 
end of June.
The spring term 
starts after Russian 
Christmas (7th 
January).

Admission
Please refer to 
the full Admission 
policy. Priority is 
given to children 
who have attended 
the Azbuka Nursery 
and to siblings of the 
Nursery and School.

Year 1 – Year 6 
admission by 
interview and entry 
assessments in 
English, Russian and 
maths.

The Azbuka School admits children between the 
ages of 5 and 11. To ensure we provide the very best 
education for our children, the maximum class size is 
12 pupils. We take a child-centered, inquiry- based 
and holistic approach to learning, allowing children 
to explore the world around us (history, geography), 
language and literacy, maths and science, physical, 
arts and musical education through stimulating 
learning experiences and play-based activities, 
cultural events, school trips, assemblies, visits and 
celebrations. Children follow a unique programme 
ensuring equal language distribution. Each class has 
two teachers dedicated to teaching in their native 
language.Under our specialist programme, the 
subjects are taught in rotation, allowing children to 
explore, learn and develop their vocabulary and skill 
sets in both languages.

The Azbuka School meets all Ofsted and 
independent school requirements and fully prepares 
children for UK and Russian standardised testing, 
allowing for a seamless transition to secondary 
education in Russia or the UK. 

Curriculum Subjects and Areas of Learning 
Two-way immersion bilingual curriculum. Our  
curriculum is a blend of the Russian and the English  
education systems. Subjects are taught in both  
Russian and English. The curriculum complies with  
all English legislation relating to primary school  
education, enhanced with the best of Russia’s  
educational traditions. Homework  and projects 
begin in year 1.

Subjects and areas of learning:
Maths and science, Russian, English, the World 
around Us  (history, geography), ICT, music, art,  
dance, third foreign language (from year 3) – 
language of the family or Spanish, PSHE (inc 
Relationship and sex/health education) citizenship 
and culture; charity, environment and community. 
After-school and evening  clubs are run by the 
Azbuka Foundation.

Language distribution in the curriculum
50%-50% in core subjects

Teachers
Native Russian and English teachers, qualified 
professionals, with teaching experience from the UK, 
Russia, the Baltic States, Europe and the rest of the 
world. Most teachers have many years’ experience 
of teaching their subjects to monolingual or bilingual 
speakers in English or Russian schools or schools 
with a bilingual educational curriculum from around 
the world. All are DBS-checked.

Class sizes
Small class sizes – between 5 and 12 children.

Assessments and progress
Ongoing teacher observations, formative and 
summative assessments, tests, preparation for 
exams.

School lunches and uniform
There is the option of either packed lunch or hot 
lunch in our newly opened Russian-European 
Kitchen.

Russian-English Bilingual Primary School
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Timetable
 
Saturdays plus 2-3 
Sundays a year.  
3 terms a year 
with 10-12 days 
(Saturdays) per 
term. The academic 
year runs from 
the beginning of 
September to the 
end of June. The 
spring term starts 
after Russian 
Christmas (7th 
January).

The Azbuka Saturday School is a Russian 
complementary school for children aged between 5 
and 16. The school first opened in January 2005.
The Azbuka Saturday School has developed a 
special culture based on a curriculum designed 
to develop Russian as a second language and 
culture and to maintain a Russian identity within a 
bilingual context using the Azbuka methodology 
of language immersion. The curriculum has been 
devised to reflect the specialisms and interests of 
the Foundation members (in Russian philology and 
applied linguistics) as well as the experience and 
work gained in the field of bilingual education.

Curriculum and language of instruction  
The programme and curriculum aim to develop all 
areas of language, culture and identity, including 
spoken language, reading and writing, Russian and 
bicultural identity.

Language of instruction – RUSSIAN.

Curriculum and school day
The school day consists of several structured 
blocks – SPOKEN LANGUAGE and LITERACY 
(reading, writing and grammar) followed by 
CREATIVE STUDIO (language through a creative 
project). This is supported by a compulsory 
HOME PROJECT. The curriculum is enhanced by 
excursions, trips, lessons and activities outside 
schools, Russian cultural celebrations, theatre 
productions, the involvement of parents and Russian 
artists, musicians, writers and professionals.

School Trips 
Special outings and other activities outside school 
are organised several times a year.
Older children follow the Azbuka curriculum at a 
secondary level. In addition to the language, they 
study Russian history, are immersed in the Russian 
culture and help the younger children. Although it 
is not the only aim of the Azbuka Saturday School, 
we also prepare children for GCSE and A Level 
exams in Russian. All our children have passed the 
exams with top grades two or three years ahead 
of their peers. For 15-16 year olds and students 
who have completed the primary and secondary 
stages of the Azbuka curriculum, we provide the 
unique opportunity to enter the Azbuka Students’ 

Programme (two or three places each year), where 
the students devote the first part of the day to their 
Russian (language, history, literature and culture) 
and spend the second part of the day gaining 
experience as teaching assistants. This allows them 
to contribute to the work of Azbuka while enjoying 
the company of Russian-speaking children, teachers 
and families of the Azbuka community. 

Teachers
All our teachers are native/bilingual Russian 
speakers, with experience and qualifications 
from the UK, Russia and elsewhere in teaching, 
linguistics, art and music. 

Class sizes
We are committed to small class sizes. We accept a 
maximum of 10 children per class. Where the classes 
are larger there is a teaching assistant.

Assessments and progres
Ongoing observations, end of year tests and an end 
of year report.

School Lunches and Uniform 
Pack lunch. Uniform. School backpack.

Admission
Although we firmly believe that the best route to 
bilingual and bicultural proficiency is through a 
full-time bilingual school, there are cases and 
family circumstances where only a complementary 
school can support bilingual development. We do 
not accept more than 65 children to our Saturday 
school. The Azbuka Saturday School is extremely 
popular and heavily over-subscribed. Currently we 
are only able to admit pupils who have previously 
attended the Azbuka Nursery.

Registration
Please consult the Azbuka Foundation website: 
www.azbukafoundation.org

Open days are held several times a year.

Azbuka Saturday School 
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I applaud the initiative 
shown by the AZBUKA 
group in offering a 
Russian-English based 
education.AZBUKA has 
now joined the growing 
numbers of schools 
that have recognised 
the cognitive, social 
and cultural benefits 
to be gained from a 
bilingual education. 
Their initiative will 
strengthen UK-Russian 
understanding, be to the 
profit of AZBUKA pupils 
and their families, and 
on a broader scale will 
undoubtedly support UK 
economic development. 
In other words this 
school has the potential 
to be something very 
special. 
 
Marc Wolstencroft 
Retired Headteacher of 
Wix the first state school 
in England to offer a 
French-English Bilingual 
education, consultant, 
supporter of AZBUKA 
Foundation.

The Azbuka Cultural Centre provides a broad range  
of cultural events and activities for families and was  
the starting point for the Azbuka organisation.
Visits by theatre companies, artists and poets, trips,  
Russian cultural celebrations and thematic events  
are held around once a month during the academic  
year. Children at the Azbuka School and Nursery  
attend these events but they are also open to the  
wider community. The Azbuka Cultural Centre
is geared for all ages but the activities tend to be  
pitched at children between the ages of 2 and 16.  
Register and sign up for events on the website:  
www.azbukafoundation.org

The Azbuka Bilingual Education Resource
Resource  The Azbuka Bilingual Education Resource 
is  available to children, families and the wider  
community. It aims to raise awareness of the
benefits of a bilingual education and provide support  
to a wide range of families in London (regardless of  
the languages spoken), as well as offering practical  
assistance to numerous bilingual education groups  
across the UK. This involves  the provision of library  
resources, courses, talks, seminars and help with  
premises, especially to smaller language groups in  
London.

The Azbuka Bilingual Education Resource is also 
open to academics carrying out research into 
bilingualism and bilingual education. We welcome 
researchers from Russia, the UK and other countries 
interested in collaborating with other educational 
and academic institutions.

Sign up for specific events or register your interest 
on our website: www.azbukafoundation.org

The Azbuka Cultural Centre


